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Stratford-upon-Avon 

Town Council 
   

 

           

October 2026 Newsletter 

  

  
 

 

This issue’s must-read articles: 

 

• Mayor’s Soup Lunch 

• Local Government Reorganisation 

• A big challenge for a special cause! 

• Mop Fair 

• Stratford Skatepark 

• Cemetery and Tranquility Garden opening times 

• Community Corner and much more… 

 

For regular updates throughout the month, follow us on Facebook! 
  

  
 

 

          

 

https://www.facebook.com/StratforduponAvonTownCouncil
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Local Government Reorganisation 

  

The Government has recently announced that its Local Government 

Reorganisation programme will be reviewed following updated legal advice. 

Warwickshire is one of 14 areas where the proposals have been paused while 

the Government considers whether the process is legally robust and aligned with 

its wider priorities. 

  

The Government has also confirmed that the local elections scheduled for May 

2027 will proceed on the existing council boundaries. 

  

The Town Council will continue to monitor developments and consider the 

implications for the Town Council and the wider local government landscape as 

further information becomes available. 
  

  
 

A big challenge for a special cause! 

  

Councillor Dani Hunter is continuing her support for Birmingham Children’s 

Hospital following the end of her year as Mayor of Stratford-upon-Avon, this time 

by taking on an abseil at Birmingham Airport on the 17th of October. 

Birmingham Children’s Hospital was one of Dani’s chosen charities during her 

mayoral year, having a particularly special place in her family’s heart. Her 

daughter Alannah underwent open heart surgery at the hospital in February 2025 

and the care Alannah and the whole family received inspired Dani to support the 

hospital throughout her mayoralty and beyond. 

Dani said: “Supporting Birmingham Children’s Hospital was never something I 

intended to do for just one year. Having experienced first-hand the extraordinary 

care they give to children and their families, it is a cause that will always be very 

close to our hearts. 

“Alannah and her brother Simon have been doing their own fundraising for the 

hospital, so I decided it was time for me to take on a challenge too. On the 17th 

of October I’ll be stepping over the edge at Birmingham Airport and abseiling 

down the building. I’m not entirely sure what possessed me to sign up, but it’s all 

for a very worthwhile cause!” 

Anyone who would like to support Dani’s abseil and help raise funds for 

Birmingham Children’s Hospital can donate 

here:  https://birminghamchildrenshospitalcharities.enthuse.com/pf/dani-hunter 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbirminghamchildrenshospitalcharities.enthuse.com%2Fpf%2Fdani-hunter&data=05%7C02%7CLisa.Campion%40stratford-tc.gov.uk%7Cb07f40cfb13546620b0708df156a54b6%7C75b1b3d371ce406dbf6cdb6a72f21d1b%7C1%7C0%7C639253218592399065%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uDjXGG3ur8K%2F2wY21XA6H9zDdqLcE3NbuUn4%2BbMX0OY%3D&reserved=0
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Every donation will help the charity support the hospital’s young patients, families 

and staff. 

  

 

 

  
 

Mop Fair 
  

The Mop Fair rolls into town on Sunday 11 October / Monday 12 October. 

 

Road closures will be in place for the event. 

Temporary bus stops will be in use and buses will arrive and depart from Guild 

Street (behind Marks & Spencer). 

 

The Runaway Mop rolls into town on Friday 23 October / Saturday 24 October. 

 

More information can be found here: stratford.gov.uk/sport-leisure-arts/stratford-

upon-avon-mop-fair-2.cfm 
  

 

 

https://www.stratford.gov.uk/sport-leisure-arts/stratford-upon-avon-mop-fair-2.cfm
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/sport-leisure-arts/stratford-upon-avon-mop-fair-2.cfm
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Road closures for the Mop Fair will come into effect at 00:01am on Sunday 11 

October and will be in place until 07:30am on 13 October 2026: 

 

These roads will be closed: 

Greenhill Street 

Rother Street (from Ely Street) 

Wood Street 

Union Street 

Bridge Street 

Windsor Street (from Mansell Street) 

Meer Street 

Henley Street 

High Street 
  

Road closures for the Runaway Mop Fair will come into effect at 00:01am on Friday 

23 October and be in place until 06:30am on Sunday 25 October: 

 

These roads will be closed: 

Greenhill Street 

Rother Street (from entrance to NCP car park) 

Wood Street 

Windsor Street (from Mansell Street) 

Meer Street 
  

  
 

Stratford Skatepark 

  

Written by: James Gordo, Stratford Skatepark Project 

 

Twenty. Seven. Summers. 

 

Back in July 1999, Stratford opened the biggest outdoor skatepark in England. 

Tucked away beside the river, people have spent over a quarter century skating, 

falling over, getting back up and, every so often, doing something beautiful. To 

some - a forgotten patch of concrete built on an old waste dump. To others - a 

home away from home. 

 

Nearly ten thousand sunsets have passed over this patch of concrete. Twenty-

seven summers. An entire childhood, twice over. Long enough for kids who first 

skated here to come back with kids of their own. 

 

People grew up here. Found purpose, confidence, resilience and belonging. They 

came to skate and stayed to talk. But time hasn't been particularly kind to it. The 

original skatepark disappeared. Surfaces have cracked. Ramps have sunk. 
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Repairs have been repaired and what was once something Stratford could 

genuinely boast about has been allowed to grow old and weary. 

 

Still, people turn up. That's the thing about places like this. You don't need 

membership or an invitation. You show up with a board, bike, scooter or skates 

and, sooner or later, you know somebody. 

 

That's why Stratford Skatepark Project exists. 

 

We're a community-led campaign working to replace the ageing park with a 

future-proofed skatepark for all ages and abilities. 

 

Now, we've taken an important step forward. 

 

The Town Council have backed its redevelopment, agreeing that its future should 

be shaped around the needs of local users and involve experienced skatepark 

designers.  Two Councillors have expressed an interest in working with us on the 

next steps. 

 

It's a huge milestone - but the work is only beginning.  Because this was never 

just about ramps. It's about having somewhere free, inclusive and physical to go 

away from chairs and screens. 

 

Stratford once had something special here. It will again. Scan the code to get 

involved. 

 

 

The Town Clerk reports that, at a recent Town Council meeting, Councillors heard 

from James and were broadly supportive of the refurbishment project. Councillors 

Rolfe and Rashwan were appointed as points of contact. 
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Evesham Road Cemetery and 

Tranquility Garden opening times 
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Hubs in Stratford-upon-Avon 
  

 

 

  
 

Mayor’s Engagements 

  

If you would like to request the Mayors attendance at an event, please click on 

the link below and complete the online form. Once received we will check 

availability and contact you as soon as possible: stratford-tc.gov.uk/the-

mayors-diary/ 

  

  
 

https://stratford-tc.gov.uk/the-mayors-diary/
https://stratford-tc.gov.uk/the-mayors-diary/
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Civic Diary 2026 
  

Monday 12 October 

Opening of the Mop Fair, Town Centre 

 

Sunday 8 November 

Remembrance Sunday, Garden of Remembrance 

 

Wednesday 11 November 

Armistice Day 

 

Saturday 14 November 

Christmas Lights Switch-on, Town Centre 

 

Saturday 28 & Sunday 29 November 

Stratford Christmas Markets (weekend 1) 

 

Saturday 5 & Sunday 6 December 

Stratford Christmas Markets (weekend 2)  
  

  
 

NHS Services, Minor Injuries and 

Useful Contact Numbers 
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Future Town Council Meetings 
  

Tuesday 13 October 2026 

Community, Wellbeing & Place Committee 

 

Tuesday 20 October 2026 

Planning, Environment & Transport Committee 

 

Meetings start at 6:30pm and are held in the Town Hall, Sheep Street, 

Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6EF 

More information can be found here: stratford-tc.gov.uk 
  

  
 

https://stratford-tc.gov.uk/
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Townswomen’s Guild 
  

 

  

 

Next Meeting 

Date:  Thursday 1 October 2026 

Location: Town Hall, Sheep Street, Stratford upon Avon 

Time: 2:15pm (arrival from 2pm) 

Featuring: Harvest Lunch 

Refreshments and raffle 

New Members Welcome! 
   

        

 

 

The Stratford-upon-Avon Townswomen’s Guild are now on Facebook! 

Click on the link to view their page: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61573768105002 
  

  
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61573768105002
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Community Corner 
  

If you would like to share an event that town residents would enjoy, please send 

an email with more information to info@stratford-tc.gov.uk 

 

Want to see what’s happening in the town? From live events and local theatre to 

family days out and festivals, the new Stratford-upon-Avon What’s On website 

has it all. Click on the box below and start exploring! 
  

  
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@stratford-tc.gov.uk?subject=&body=
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Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council are proud to support the 

following organisations. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

          

  
 

Get in touch 
  

If you have any ideas or suggestions for our Newsletter, we would love to hear 

them. Please email us at info@stratford-tc.gov.uk. You can call us on 01789 

269332. 

 

If you would like to discuss an issue in your ward, or with a specific concern of 

the Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council, please call the Town Hall on 01789 

269332. 

      

 

 

Copyright (C) All rights reserved. 

 

Our mailing address is: 

Town Hall, Sheep Street, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6EF 

     

     

 

mailto:info@stratford-tc.gov.uk

