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Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council News 

June 2026 
  

  
 

In this issue, you can read about: 

 

• Mayor’s Welcome 

• Deputy Mayor’s Welcome 

• New Council Committee Structure 

• Beadle Farewell 

• Town Hall Events 

• Mayor’s Engagements 

• Hubs in Stratford-upon-Avon 

• NHS Services, Minor Injuries and Useful Contacts 

• Town Hall Hire 

• Townswomen’s Guild 

• Town Hall Events 

• Community Corner 

• Future Meetings 

• Hire of the Town Hall 

• Get in touch… 

 

For more regular updates throughout the month, follow us on Facebook! 

  

  
 

https://www.facebook.com/StratforduponAvonTownCouncil
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Mayor’s Welcome 
  

Becoming Mayor of Stratford-upon-Avon is not about the person, it’s all about the 

office. Much of the role is ceremonial, however, being elected to the office affords 

the Mayor an opportunity to make a difference in our town.   

 

I have always been interested in food and the benefits of good nutrition. It’s 

something we need every day and yet access to and affordability of good, 

nutritious food remains a critical issue for many in our town. While solutions are 

complex, as Mayor I want to play my part. 

 

I am extremely fortunate that the new Deputy Mayor, Councillor Letty Petrovic, 

shares this interest in food and nutrition. So, together we have a two-year 

opportunity to embark on our important social mission. 

 

In July I shall be hosting the first of a monthly soup lunch to be held in the Town 

Hall. A lunch open to all. Letty and I also aim to launch an initiative we are 

provisionally calling 5Meals4Life, involving a nutritionist, food and community 

groups working together to help deliver greater knowledge about eating well. 

Together with other stakeholders such as Stratford Town Trust, I shall campaign for 

the introduction of a Community Fridge, providing a much-needed supply of fresh 

goods to those most in need within our town. 

 

A further goal as Mayor is to encourage wider collaboration and inclusivity – 

across all sectors, ages and communities. My experience as Deputy Mayor taught 

me how much of a difference positive engagement can make to improving 

people’s lives. So, I would like the Town Hall itself to become an even more 

welcoming and inclusive space. I shall be inviting many of those unrecognised but 

invaluable members of our community to join me in the Town Hall – not just to 

acknowledge their contribution but also to learn from these groups what more we 

can do to improve the quality of life here in Stratford. 

 

The ever-cheerful BIFFA street cleaning team have already accepted my invitation 

for tea and cake in the Mayor’s parlour. I look forward to welcoming many other 

groups, as well as our younger citizens, all of whom deserve our support and 

encouragement. 

 

Mayor, Councillor Sam McNaught Barrow 
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Deputy Mayor’s Welcome 
  

 

I am passionate about tackling social inequalities and strengthening community 

cohesion. Over the past three years I have worked with a range of community 

groups and charities focused on improving access to sustainable, nutritious and 

affordable food whilst tackling food waste. 

 

I volunteer at the Ken Kennett Community Kitchen with Net Zero Stratford and 

have previously supported Stratford Foodbank at the Fred Winter Centre. I am 

also a board member of Warwickshire Community and Voluntary Action’s (CAVA) 

Community Builder Project, which connects and supports the communities of 

Clopton and Bishopton to help reduce social exclusion. 

 

Alongside my civic role, I work with the national charity The Food Foundation, 

which campaigns for everyone to have access to healthy and affordable food. 

In my role as Deputy Mayor and working alongside the Mayor, I am looking 

forward to supporting initiatives across Stratford-upon-Avon that bring people 

together through food and shared experiences. I am particularly interested in 

promoting social dining and community-led food initiatives that create welcoming 

spaces for residents to connect, participate and enjoy good, nutritious food 

together. 

 

This work also links to wider challenges facing the town and district, including 

rising childhood obesity and the increasing reliance on food banks. I hope to 

support community initiatives that showcase new models for improving access to 

healthy food while strengthening connections across Stratford. 

 

Deputy Mayor, Councillor Letty Petrovic 
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Great Big Green Week 
  

 

 

More information on events being held in the town/district, can be found 

here: stratford-tc.gov.uk/news/the-great-big-green-week/ 

  

  
 

New Council Committee Structure 
  

The Council has been reviewing its current decision-making structure to ensure it 

remains efficient and focused on the areas where the Council adds the greatest 

value to the community. 

  

Under the proposed arrangements, Full Council would continue to meet six times 

per year, in addition to the Annual Council Meeting. Full Council would retain 

https://stratford-tc.gov.uk/news/the-great-big-green-week/
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responsibility for major policy decisions, statutory obligations, budget setting, the 

Code of Conduct, while also receiving reports and recommendations from 

committees. 

  

A new Governance, Finance and Resources Committee will oversee all financial 

matters, including grants, new projects, HR policies and staffing matters, with 

formal HR processes remaining in line with Council procedures. 

Meanwhile, the proposed Community Wellbeing and Place Committee will focus 

on the Council’s key operational services, including the cemetery, allotments and 

open spaces, the Town Hall, markets, events and wider community activity. 

Planning, Environment and Transport, will continue to meet on a three-weekly 

basis to consider planning applications and submit the Council’s comments. 

  

Overall, the proposed changes are intended to simplify governance arrangements, 

improve efficiency and ensure that both Member and officer time is focused on 

strategic priorities and effective community delivery. 
  

 

 

  
 

Beadle Farewell 
  

After 10 years of dedicated service looking after our Mayors, the Town Council 

have said farewell to Emma as she steps down from her role as Beadle. 

 

Thank you for your hard work, loyalty, kindness and the support you've given over 

the years. Your presence, professionalism and humour will be greatly missed by 

many. 
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Wishing you every happiness and success for whatever comes next - you'll be 

missed. 
  

 

 

  
 

New Foodbank Session Times 
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Mayor’s Engagements 
  

Mayoral engagements attended during May include: 

 

• Shakespeare Morris May Day Celebrations (Cllr D Hunter) 

• Civic Dinner, Chair of Stratford-on-Avon District Council (Cllr D Hunter) 

• Warwickshire Festival of Scouting, Ragley Hall (Cllr D Hunter) 

• Town Walk and river cruise with Shakespeare Distillery (Cllr D Hunter) 

• Mayor Making, Alcester Town Council (Cllr D Hunter) 

• Parenting Neurodiverse Teens Support Group Meeting (Cllr D Hunter) 

• Butterfly Farm - 100th Birthday Celebrations for Sir David Attenborough (Cllr D 

Hunter) 

• Garden to Table (Private Viewing), Brook Arts Hub (Cllr D Hunter) 

• Stratford Pursuits Festival (Cllr D Hunter) 

• Mayor Making, Evesham Town Council (Cllr D Hunter) 

• Stratford-upon-Avon College, Opening of the Heating and Ventilation Academy 

(Cllr D Hunter) 

• A Phoenix Night Rises, The Bear Pit (Cllr D Hunter) 

• Stratford upon Avon School entrepreneurs, Rother Street Market (Cllr D Hunter) 

• Mayor Making 

• War Graves Tour, Evesham Road Cemetery 

• Civic Service, Holy Trinity Church 

• Mayor Making, Warwick Town Council 

• Meet and greet HRH King Charles III, RSC 

• Heroes & Villains productions, Rother Street Arts House 

• Judging at Stratford Festival of Motoring (Mayor & Deputy Mayor) 

• Press night The Tempest, RSC 

• Mission Plant 50k canal run to Birmingham Children’s Hospital 

• Dementia Awareness Walk, Coughton Court (Deputy Mayor) 

• Local Adolescent Awareness Presentation (Deputy Mayor) 

 

If you would like to request the Mayors attendance at an event, please click on the 

link and complete the online form stratford-tc.gov.uk/the-mayors-diary/ 

 

Once received we will check availability and contact you as soon as possible. 
  

https://stratford-tc.gov.uk/the-mayors-diary/
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Civic Diary 2026 
  

Saturday 27 June 

Armed Forces Day, Garden of Remembrance 
 

Monday 12 October 

Opening of the Mop Fair, Town Centre 
 

Sunday 8 November 

Remembrance Sunday, Garden of Remembrance 
 

Wednesday 11 November 

Armistice Day 
 

Saturday 14 November 

Christmas Lights Switch-on, Town Centre 
 

Saturday 28 & Sunday 29 November 

Stratford Christmas Markets (weekend 1) 
 

Saturday 5 & Sunday 6 December 

Stratford Christmas Markets (weekend 2) 

  

  
 

Hubs in Stratford-upon-Avon 
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NHS Services, Minor Injuries and 

Useful Contact Numbers 
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Stratford Shopmobility 

Level Two, Bridgeway Multi-Storey Car Park , Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire, 

CV37 6YY 

T:  01789 414534 

E:  shopmobility@activemob.co.uk 
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Townswomen’s Guild 
  

Next Meeting 

 

Date:  Thursday 4th June 2026 

Location: Town Hall, Sheep Street, Stratford upon Avon 

Time: 2:15pm (arrival from 2pm) 

Featuring: History of the Town Hall, Charles Wilson 

Refreshments and raffle 

New Members Welcome! 

 

The Stratford-upon-Avon Townswomen’s Guild are now on Facebook! 

Click on the link to view their 

page: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61573768105002 

  

  
 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61573768105002
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Community Corner 
  

If you would like to share an event that town residents would enjoy, please send an 

email with more information to info@stratford-tc.gov.uk 

 

Want to see what’s happening in the town? From live events and local theatre to 

family days out and festivals, the new Stratford-upon-Avon What’s On website has 

it all. Click on the link below and start exploring! 

  

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@stratford-tc.gov.uk?subject=&body=
mailto:info@stratford-tc.gov.uk?subject=&body=
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Future Meetings 
  

2 June 2026 

Governance, Finance & Resources Committee 

 

16 June 2026 

Planning, Environment & Transport Committee 

 

23 June 2026 

Town Council (to approve Annual Accounts only) 

 

30 June 2026 

Community, Wellbeing & Place Committee 

 

Meetings are held the Town Hall, Sheep Street, Stratford-upon-Avon  

CV37 6EF 
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Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council are proud to support 

the following organisations. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

          

  
 

Get in touch 
  

If you have any ideas or suggestions for our Newsletter, we would love to hear 

them. Please email us at info@stratford-tc.gov.uk. You can call us on 01789 

269332. 

 

If you would like to discuss an issue in your ward, or with a specific concern of the 

Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council, you can reach out directly to a Councillor. 
      

 

 

Copyright (C) All rights reserved. 

 

Our mailing address is: 

Town Hall, Sheep Street, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6EF 
     

     

 

mailto:info@stratford-tc.gov.uk

