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In this issue, you can read about: 

 

• Town Hall May Bank Holiday Closures 

• Mayor’s Farewell Message 

• Shakespeare Birthday Celebrations 2026 

• Becoming a symbol friendly organisation 

• Town Hall Events 

• Mayor’s Engagements 

• Civic Diary 2026 

• Hubs in Stratford-upon-Avon 

• NHS Services, Minor Injuries and Useful Contacts 

• Town Hall Hire 

• Townswomen’s Guild 

• Town Hall Events 

• Community Corner 

• Future Meetings 

• Hire of the Town Hall 

• Get in touch… 

 

For more regular updates throughout the month, follow us on Facebook! 

  

  
 

https://www.facebook.com/StratforduponAvonTownCouncil


Town Hall - May Bank Holiday Closures 
  

 

 

  
 

Mayor’s Farewell 
  

 

As my year as Mayor of Stratford-upon-Avon draws to a close, I have been 

reflecting on what an extraordinary twelve months it has been. It has been a real 

privilege to serve this town, and to be welcomed into so many organisations, 

schools, community groups and celebrations. Everywhere I have gone, I have 

been met with warmth, generosity and a genuine pride in our community. 

  

One of the standout moments of the year, as it always is, has been the 

Shakespeare Birthday Celebrations. From the parade through the town to the 

service at Holy Trinity Church, it is a weekend that captures the very best of 

Stratford. Seeing our streets full, our heritage honoured and our young people so 

proudly taking part is something I will never forget. The involvement of our schools, 

the performances, and the simple joy of people coming together made it truly 

special. 

  



But beyond that weekend, there have been countless moments that have stayed 

with me. From volunteer receptions where we celebrated those who quietly give so 

much of their time, to school visits where I saw first hand the enthusiasm and 

potential of our young people. From community fundraising events to cultural 

celebrations, and from new facility openings to small local gatherings, each one 

has shown Stratford at its very best. 

  

I have been especially proud to see how inclusive our town continues to become. 

Whether through community initiatives or simple thoughtful touches at public 

events, it has been wonderful to see efforts that ensure everyone feels welcome 

and able to take part. It was particularly special to see the introduction and use of 

Widgit symbols at events such as the Shakespeare Birthday Celebrations, helping 

more people to navigate and enjoy everything on offer as we became the first town 

council to become a symbol-friendly organisation. 

  

Being Mayor is a unique role. You step into it for a short time, knowing you are part 

of something much bigger than yourself. I have always seen myself as a custodian 

of the role, carrying it for a year on behalf of the town. That perspective has made 

the kindness shown to me and my family all the more meaningful. We have felt 

truly supported and included and I cannot thank people enough for that. 

  

There are so many individuals and groups who make Stratford what it is. 

Volunteers, teachers, organisers, performers, fundraisers and quiet contributors 

behind the scenes. You are the reason this town thrives and it has been an honour 

to meet so many of you. 

  

As I prepare to hand over the chains of office at Mayor Making, I do so with a full 

heart and a great deal of gratitude. I look forward to seeing many of you again in 

the months and years ahead, just without the bling! 

  

Thank you for making this year so memorable. 

 

Councillor Dani Hunter 
  

 

 

 

 



Shakespeare Birthday Celebrations 2026 
  

A wonderful weekend - the sun shone brightly and everyone enjoyed the 

Shakespeare Birthday Celebrations! 

  

 

 

  
 

Volunteers Reception 
  

 

A really special evening was held at Stratford-upon-Avon Town Hall for the annual 

Volunteers’ Reception.  It was a chance for the Town Council, to say a heartfelt 

thank you to the many people who give their time so generously across our town. 

Volunteers are at the heart of Stratford. They support others, bring people together 

and make such a difference to everyday life in ways that often go unseen. 

 

One of the highlights of the evening was presenting the Mayor’s Award. Choosing 

just one person is never easy, but this year it became clear after visiting one 

particular group just how deserving the recipient was. 

 

For over 20 years, Doug Wallace has given up his Sunday evenings to run 

swimming sessions for people with special educational needs and disabilities. 

People of all ages attend, whether with family, carers or independently, and all are 



welcomed with warmth, respect and encouragement. 

 

Doug and his team have created something truly special. A space where people 

feel comfortable, included and able to enjoy the simple joy of being in the water. 

 

On behalf of the people of Stratford, thank you Doug for everything you have given 

to our community. It was a privilege to present you with the Mayor’s Award. 

  

 

 

  
 

 

Proud to Lead the Way : Becoming a symbol friendly 

organisation! 
  

 

We’re proud to be the FIRST Town Council in the UK to begin the journey towards 

being a symbol friendly organisation! 

 

Our first steps have been to introduce signage at Stratford-upon-Avon Town Hall to 

help make the Town Hall more accessible and a welcome place for everyone in 



our community, especially people with learning disabilities, autistic people and 

those with speech, language and communication needs. 

This step is part of our wider commitment to inclusion, ensuring that more 

residents can understand, engage with and feel confident accessing local services 

and information. 

 

A big thank you to Widgit Software for their expertise and partnership in helping us 

lead the way. 
  

  
 

 

 

  
 

 

https://www.widgit.com/


 

Town Hall Events 
  

The following events are open to the public during May. 

 

1 May 2026 - 7pm 

Orchestra Of The Swan, Sheep Street Sessions: Death and the Maiden 

 

Ticket Information can be found here: orchestraoftheswan.org/ 

 

More information can be found on the Town Hall Website. 

  

  
 

 

 

https://orchestraoftheswan.org/


  
 

Mayor’s Engagements 
  

Mayoral engagements attended during April include: 

 

• Good Friday, Walk of Witness 

• Easter Fair, Scholars Mews Care Home 

• Mayor of Alcester, Charity Evening 

• Civic Dinner, Mayor of Atherstone 

• Anniversary of New Hope Counselling, Mayor of Warwick & Mayor of 

 Kenilworth 

• Shakespeare Birthday Celebrations 

• Shakespeare Sunday Service, Holy Trinity Church 

• Silence! Or can you hear me at the back?, Holy Trinity Church 

• The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui, RSC 

• Hamnet Bramley Tree Planting, Anne Hathaway’s Cottage 

• St George’s Day Celebrations, Mayor of Evesham event 

• Launch of the Arts & Culture Strategy, Rother Street Arts House 

• Volunteers Reception, Town Hall 

• Shakespeare’s Birthday Celebrations 

• Official opening of the K.E.S. Manor Road Sports Ground 

• Shakespeare Sunday Service, Holy Trinity Church 

• National Market Traders Federation Annual Conference Dinner 

• Show Time, Stratford Musical Theatre Company performance 

 

If you would like to request the Mayors attendance at an event, please click on the 

link and complete the online form stratford-tc.gov.uk/the-mayors-diary/ 

 

Once received we will check availability and contact you as soon as possible. 
  

 

 

https://stratford-tc.gov.uk/the-mayors-diary/


 

 

  
 

Civic Diary 2026 
  

Friday 15 May 

Mayor Making, Town Hall 

 

Sunday 17 May 

Civic Sunday Service, Holy Trinity Church 

 

Saturday 27 June 

Armed Forces Day, Location TBC 

 

Monday 12 October 

Opening of the Mop Fair, Town Centre 

 

Sunday 8 November 

Remembrance Sunday, Garden of Remembrance 

 

Wednesday 11 November 

Armistice Day 

 

 



Saturday 14 November 

Christmas Lights Switch-on, Town Centre 

 

Saturday 28 & Sunday 29 November 

Stratford Christmas Markets (weekend 1) 

 

Saturday 5 & Sunday 6 December 

Stratford Christmas Markets (weekend 2) 

  

  
 

Hubs in Stratford-upon-Avon 
  

 

 

  
 



NHS Services, Minor Injuries and 

Useful Contact Numbers 
  

 

 

 

 



Stratford Shopmobility 

Level Two, Bridgeway Multi-Storey Car Park , Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire, 

CV37 6YY 

T:  01789 414534 

E:  shopmobility@activemob.co.uk 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  
 

Townswomen’s Guild 
  

Next Meeting 

Date:  Thursday 7th May 2026 

Location: Town Hall, Sheep Street, Stratford upon Avon 

Time: 2:15pm (arrival from 2pm) 

Featuring: Foodbank, by Ian McClean 

Refreshments and raffle 

New Members Welcome! 

 

The Stratford-upon-Avon Townswomen’s Guild are now on Facebook! 

Click on the link to view their 

page: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61573768105002 

  

  
 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61573768105002


Community Corner 
  

If you would like to share an event that town residents would enjoy, please send an 

email with more information to info@stratford-tc.gov.uk 

  

 

 

mailto:info@stratford-tc.gov.uk?subject=&body=


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

          

 

 

 



 

 

 

          

 



 

 

 

 

         

 



Future Meetings 
  

Annual Meeting & Mayor Making 

Friday 15 May - 12noon 

 

Planning Consultative Committee 

Tuesday 5 May - 6:30pm 

Tuesday 27 May - 6:30pm 

 

Meetings are held at the Town Hall, Sheep Street, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6EF 
  

  
 

Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council are proud to support 

the following organisations. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

          

  
 

Get in touch 
  

If you have any ideas or suggestions for our Newsletter, we would love to hear 

them. Please email us at info@stratford-tc.gov.uk. You can call us on 01789 

269332. 

 

If you would like to discuss an issue in your ward, or with a specific concern of the 

Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council, you can reach out directly to a Councillor. 

Please call the office on 01789 269332. 

      

 

 

mailto:info@stratford-tc.gov.uk
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